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Expression of interest for:

Accommodation with
Blenheim Estate Homes Limited
	Blenheim Estate Homes Limited are a private company and registered charity who are working in partnership with West Oxfordshire District Council to provide affordable homes to local residents in need of housing. The scheme requires you to have a local connection with the village in which the housing is situated (the main parish) or with a village nearby (an associated or Ring parish), in this case Hanborough, Bladon, Blenheim, Coombe or Freeland, or the town of Woodstock.


A local connection is established if you:
· Are currently resident in the village or an associated or ring parish and have been for at least 12 months; or 

· Have lived there in the past for a minimum of 3 years; or 

· Are currently employed in the Parish for at least 12 months; or
· Have parents, grandparents, brother, sister or children currently residing there and have been for at least 3 years; or

· You are a Key Worker (see right)

It is possible that an applicant will have a connection with more than one village.
How applications considered for rural schemes
When Blenheim Estate Homes has a vacancy or a new scheme they will contact the Council to ask us to nominate up to 3 of the applicants who have a local connection with the main parish. We will select the applicants with the highest banding (assessed housing need) taking into account whether the property is suitable in size and type for their needs. If there are no suitable applicants who have a connection with the main parish we then consider applicants who have a connection with an associated or ring parish.

Blenheim Estate Homes Ltd will arrange to interview applicants and will make the final decision on who should be offered the property.

In order to be considered for properties with Blenheim Estate Homes Ltd you will need to complete this expression of interest form*. Once completed, please email this form to housing@westoxon.gov.uk 

The Housing Options team will then assess your application and you may then be contacted to provide further evidence to support your application. 
*Please note that in order to be considered for accommodation with Blenheim Estate Homes Ltd, you must have an active Homeseeker Plus application AND have completed and returned this expression of interest form.

	Definition of a key worker 

Key workers are those persons (and their dependants living with them) who have need of such accommodation by virtue of:

· Their employment in the public or voluntary sectors or in a relevant employment in the locality in such manner or capacity as to advance education, relieve sickness, promote public health, believe charitable need, protect human life and property, promote the sound administration of the law, or advance other charitable purposes for the general benefit of the community including in particular (but without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing) the maintenance for the benefit of the community of its infrastructure, including supplies of gas, water, electricity and food, of transport and other means of communication, of telecommunication information and information technology services and of emergency services; and

· The fact that they could not afford from resources available to them to secure such accommodation on normal commercial terms.

Public sector: any department of central or local government or health or other statutory authority

Voluntary sector: charities and voluntary organisations.

Charities: organisations established for exclusively charitable purposes in accordance with the law of England & Wales.

Voluntary organisations: independent organisations which are established for purposes that add value to the community as a whole or to a significant section of the community, and which are not permitted by their constitution to make a profit for private distribution. Voluntary organisations do not include local government or other statutory authorities.

Relevant employment: employment by an employer which though not in the public or voluntary sector is engaged in the provision of services equivalent to those referred to in sub clause above or are employed as a worker on the Blenheim Estate or from any other sector agreed with the District Council from time to time.


Application form
	PART A: Applicant details

	Homeseeker Plus reference number:
	

	
	Surname 
	First name(s)
	Date of birth
	Sex M/F

	Applicant
	
	
	
	

	Joint applicant (if applicable)
	
	
	
	

	Address
	

	PART B:  Details of local connection

	If both applicants have a local connection, give details for the applicant with the longest local connection. You may have a local connection with more than one village and for more than one reason. Your connection may be with the main parish or with an associated parish as detailed on page 1.

	
	Village connection 1
	Village connection 2

	State village with which you have a connection
	
	

	State name of applicant who has the connection
	
	

	If currently resident:
	month
	year
	month
	year

	When did you first move here?
	
	
	
	

	If previously resident:
	from
	to
	from
	to

	When did you live here?
	
	
	
	

	State full address(es):
	
	

	If currently employed in village or believe you meet the key worker criteria:

	State place of work:
	
	

	Nature or work:
	
	

	Date when employment commenced:
	
	

	If relatives currently live in village:

	State name of relative:
	
	

	Relationship to applicant:
	
	

	Their address:
	
	

	Date they first moved there:
	
	

	PART C:  Accommodation wanted

	Are you interested in:
	Shared ownership
	Y / N
	Affordable rented
	 Y / N

	Declaration

	By submitting this form we/I:

· Certify that the details given on this application are to the best of my/our knowledge true and correct.

· Understand that in the event of any details being found to be untrue, inaccurate or misleading or that I/we have neglected to notify the Council of any material change in my circumstances, the application may be deferred or cancelled. 

West Oxfordshire District Council is the data Controllers for the purposes of the Data Protection Legislation.
We will only use your personal information in accordance with the Legislation and for the purposes of Housing. 

We will not give information about you to anyone else, or use information about you for other purposes, unless the law allow us to.
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