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Delivering Good Governance

Delivering Good Governance in Local Government; Framework, published by CIPFA in
association with SOLACE, sets the standard for local authority governance in the UK. The
concept underpinning the framework is to support local government in taking responsibility
for developing and shaping an informed approach to governance, aimed at achieving the
highest standards in a measured and proportionate way. The purpose of the Framework is
to assist authorities individually in reviewing and accounting for their own unique approach,
with the overall aim to ensure that:

® Resources are directed in accordance with agreed policy and according to priorities
e There is sound and inclusive decision making

e There is clear accountability for the use of those resources in order to achieve
desired outcomes for service users and communities

Governance is a term used to describe the arrangements (including political, economic, social,
environmental, administrative, legal and other arrangements) put in place to ensure that the
intended outcomes for stakeholders are defined and achieved.

Good governance enables the Council to effectively achieve its intended outcomes, whilst
acting in the public interest at all times.

The Delivering Good Governance in Local Government; Framework, sets out seven core
principles of governance as detailed in the diagram below. West Oxfordshire District Council
is committed to these principles of good governance and confirms this through the adoption,
monitoring and development of the document — The Council’s Local Code of Corporate
Governance.

Our Local Code is underpinned by the Delivering Good Governance in Local Government;
Framework and is comprised of policies, procedures, behaviours and values by which the
Council is controlled and governed. These key governance areas and how the Council
provides assurance that is complying with these are set out in more detail within its
Governance Assurance Framework.

The Council recognises that establishing and maintaining a culture of good governance is as
important as putting in place a framework of policies and procedures. The Council expects
Members and Officers to uphold the highest standards of conduct and behaviour and to act
with openness, integrity and accountability in carrying out their duties.

The term ‘Council’ in this document, will also include its companies/partners that deliver
services on behalf of the Council.

An addendum to the ‘Delivering good governance in local government: framework was
published by Solace in May 2025. The application of this addendum is for annual
governance statements for 2025/26 onwards. With regards to this Local Code, the new
addendum recommends the following:

CIPFA and Solace recommend that authorities adopt a local code of governance which sets
out their governance arrangements, showing how governance principles are put into practice
at their authority. The code should:
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Achieving the Intended Outcomes
While Acting in the Public Interest at all Times

G. Implementing good » C. Defining outcomes
practices in transparency, in terms of sustainable
reporting, and audit, to economic, social, and
deliver effective environmental benefits
accountability

A. Behaving with
integrty, demonstrating
strong commitment to ethical
values, and respecting
the rule of law

.. 3
- B

F. Managing risks D. Determining the

and performance through B. Ensurning openness interventions necessary

robust intemal control and comprehensive to optimize the
and strong public stakeholder engagement achievement of the

financial management intended outcomes

E

Developing the
entity’s capacity,
including the capability
of its leadership and the
individuals within it

This diagram illustrates how the various principles for good governance in the public sector
relate to each other. Principle A and B permeate the implementation of Principles C to G1.9

Further information regarding each of the above principles and the behaviours and actions
that demonstrate good governance in practice are detailed at Appendix A.

Status

Regulation 6(1)(a) of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 require an authority to
conduct a review at least once in a year of the effectiveness of its systems of internal control
and include a statement reporting on the review with any published Statement of Accounts.
This is known as an Annual Governance Statement.

The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 stipulate that the Annual Governance Statement
must be prepared in accordance with proper practices in relation to accounts. Therefore a
local authority in England shall provide this statement in accordance with Delivering Good
Governance in Local Government; Framework (2016) and this section of the Code.
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® clearly align to the principles in Delivering Good Governance in Local Government:
Framework,

 take account of the best value statutory guidance or other statutory requirements of the
appropriate national government3,

e be up-to-date and reviewed regularly to ensure it takes account of changes in the
authority and its environment,

* identify what arrangements the authority has put in place to achieve each principle, so it
is specific to the authority,

* include values and behaviours as well as processes, as these influence the authority’s
culture,

¢ include how the code is reviewed and updated.

Where an authority does not have a local code, the annual review will need to first identify
the arrangements it has put in place to meet the governance principles. This information
should be to hand from earlier annual reviews, even when a local code has not been formally
approved.
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Monitoring and Review

The Council will monitor its governance arrangements for their effectiveness in practice and
will report them on a continuing basis to ensure that they are up to date. The Council’s
Governance Assurance Framework sets out in more detail how the Council will seek
assurance on its adherence to the adopted principles of governance.

On an annual basis, the Chief Executive and Leader of the Council will publish an Annual
Governance Statement which will:

Assess how the Council has complied with this Code of Corporate Governance

e Provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the Council’s arrangements

e Provide details of how continual improvement in the systems of governance will be
achieved.

The Audit and Governance Committee considers the Annual Governance Statement before
it is published as part of the Councils’ financial statements.

The Council also produced an annual governance action plan which identifies actions for the

following financial year to further improve our governance arrangements. Progress updates
are reported to the Audit and Governance Committee.

Certification

We hereby certify our commitment to this Code of Corporate Governance and will ensure
that the Council continues to review, evaluate and develop the Council's Governance
arrangements to ensure continuous improvement of the Council’s systems.

C\JL\VLL/(ML

Councillor Andy Graham Giles Hughes
Leader of the Council Chief Executive

Date: Date:
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