


Avoid ambiguity or loopholes that could dilute affordable delivery through viability
arguments or tenure reclassification.

Alignment with national housing policy

The direction of national housing policy under the current government is clear: there is a
renewed emphasis on increasing the supply of affordable and social housing, supported
by long-term funding commitments and planning reform. Neighbourhood Plans should
align with this direction by facilitating the right types of homes, not simply limiting overall
numbers.

In this context, Stonesfield’s Plan should actively enable solutions that address suppressed
and unmet housing need, including those who have already been priced out or prevented
from forming households locally.

Landscape and character

I support the strong emphasis on protecting the landscape, character, and green spaces of
Stonesfield. However, these protections must not inadvertently entrench exclusivity or
prevent the delivery of small-scale, well-designed affordable housing that meets clearly
evidenced local need. Environmental protection and social inclusion should be treated as
complementary, not competing, objectives.

Conclusion

The Stonesfield Neighbourhood Plan rightly identifies the village’s housing imbalance but
needs stronger, clearer policies to correct it. I support the principle of limited growth and
rural exception sites, but urge that the Plan be amended to place greater weight on social
rent, genuine affordability, and long-term inclusivity, ensuring Stonesfield remains a
living, balanced community rather than an increasingly exclusive one.

Regards




