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Protecting the Good, Finding the Bad
and Confronting the Ugly
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FreshWater Watch Science Coordinator
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Overview
1. A  Personal Story

2. The Challenge

3. FreshWater Watch - What We Measure

4. Citizen Science in the Evenlode Catchment:
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

5. What’s Next?
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The Power of Citizen Science

Northmoor 2016

Colwell Brook 2017
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WWF, Flushed Away (2017)

The State of English Rivers

86% fail to reach good ecological status

0% in good chemical status

Environmental Audit Committee (2022)
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The Challenge

Guardian, 27 Oct 2023
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>38,000 data sets

>16,000 citizen 
scientists

40 scientific 
publications
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Nitrates, Phosphates and Turbidity

Good < 0.5 mg/L

Poor > 2 mg/L
Good < 0.05 mg/L

Poor > 0.1 mg/L

NO3-N

PO4-P
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Nutrient Pollution - Eutrophication
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FreshWater Watch in the Evenlode
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Monitoring in the ECP
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Anne Miller
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Anne MillerPudlicote
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Sam Frith
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The Start of the Evenlode
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John Pratt

Phosphate >1 mg/l: Chipping Norton (Blue) Brook, 
Swailsford 12/09/2023

Phosphate >1 mg/l: Littlestock Brook, 
Shipton-under-Wychwood 11/09/2023
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Milton-Under Wychwood STW
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1

Citizen Science, 
Milton-under-Wychwood STW
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Phosphate Pollution

Summer maxima:
the additional impact of the STW 
when low flow in the watercourse
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The Effects of Wastewater
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What Next?

i news, 1 Nov 2023

Become a Citizen Scientist
www.freshwater.org 

water@earthwatch.org.uk
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