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WEST OXFORDSHIRE
DISTRICT COUNCIL

In June 2019West Oxfordshire District Council declared a
climate and ecologic8 YSNHSY O8® LY HAH
survey told us that residents placed great value on biodiver r
YR 42 G¢KS tNRUSOGAZ2Y yR
902aeaiGS8vyaé o0SOFYS | fSIRAL B
Change Strategy, published in 2021. In our bid to build bacr‘ | £8.5 RO AT
ANBSYSNI F2tf2¢6Ay3a GKS UIyRsYAoz GKS [ 2
plan resourced the development of LakthnagementPlans S
for sites within our stewardship.

West Oxfordshire District CounbésapproximatelylO6haof
greenspace, whichncludes parkdijelds,greens and public
open spaces withihousing estatesTwelvesites have been
selectedfor their wildlife valueand are the focus of our Land ,
Management Plans. These outline new changes in our
management approachds these sitesaimed at benefitting
wildlife and access to nature across the District.
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WEST OXFORDSHIRE

Deer Park Wood ¢,

DISTRICT COUNCIL

WODC site numbett:
Grid referenceSP 33683 10027 CLIMATEACTION

Land area: 3.7ha

for West Oxfordshire

What is our fiveyear plan?

We aim to:

A Continue working with the Witney Woodland
+2fdzy 0 SSNAR (2 havitaksy G Ay

A Improve theecological valug ¥ G KS & A G S .
grassland area and roagrges. %y

A Restoreareas where asHiebackworks have oc:c:urredf%-),f£
Site description

Deer Park Wood is made up of a mosaibatfitats:a

linear area of grassland runs nosslouth through thesite,
with maturewoodland around itperiphery.There are
also hedgerows, hazel coppice, a small orchard, and
wildflower meadow areas, all of which provide excellent
breeding and foragingpportunitiesfor local wildlife.This
siteis managedy the Witney Woodland Volunteers, whc
g run regularwork parties to ensuré is well maintained for
g% both people and wildlife.

We value this site as a natural asset because;

A Itis the largest area of woodland within Witneyhabitat that is scarce in the local are
It is aremnant of theroyal deer park that wagresent untilthe mid-16th century.

A The site ihome to many species with declining populations, such as hedgehogs, b
and a wide variety dbirds.

A There are many interestiniipra, with several species of orchééenboth within the site
andonthe roadverge.

A Itiswellused by thepublic: residentsand WitneyParkuntread the circular pathwithin
the woodland andhe central area is often occupidaly a local Forest Schagroup.




DeerPark Wood

g@m \\Ve plan to change how we manage this
I site in the short term by:

A Removing the grass clippings after ttentral
grasslandareais cut to reduce soil fertility and
encourage further wildflower diversity.

= A Reducing the number of times a year the grass
the road verge is cut from seven to four, avoidin
common and bee orchids growing season

8 A Removing internal areas of redundant rabbit

2 fencing, to aid the movement of larger mammal
species such as hedgehogs and badgers acros
the site.

- A Giving the Witney Woodland Volunteers

' additional support from the WODC grounds
maintenance team to complete larger works suc
as tree management.

We would like to make even greater improvements for biodiversity i
the longer term and will actively seek funding to:

A

o o

Replacdrees affected by ash dieback with new sapliimgkeepingg A (0 K (1 K S
existing treestock.

Install a newinformationpanell 2 A Y T2 NY @A & A (0 2 NhabitatdaRdizi
management.

Install abird boxfor tawnyowlsto increase nesting habitat availability for tlsgecies.

Provide the Witney Woodland Volunteers with neguipment and ecological training
to diversify their skillsets.

CoBenefits Biodiversityc Wood productiong Carbonstorageg
Pollination¢ Habitat connectivity Recreationg Nature education




What is our fiveyear plan?

WEST OXFORDSHIRE
') DISTRICT COUNCIL

CLIMATE ACTION
for West Oxfordshire

We aim to:

A Work With the Witney Woodland Volunteers to \
YI Ay Gl A yhalitésSwhistkéepityza wild feel;'w.f~

A Enhance habitats along Colwell Brook for species ~‘- @,ﬁ"
as water vole and fish.

A

LYLINR @GS GKS O2yRAUGAZY
Site description

The site isnade up of a mosaic dfabitats: abalancing
pond is located in the middle of the sifewned by
Marble Acquisitions)and is surrounded by woodland,
scrub and grassland habitats. Colwell Brook runs nortk
south through the site, and goes ¢mjoin the River
Windrush.¢ KS & A (i Shevé reéeiven fittle | 0 &
maintenance attention in recent years, atitere areno
formalized footpaths around thsite. The site has a wild
feel as a result with several overgrown areas.

We value this site as a natural asset because:

A

A

It ishome to many species with declining populations with its overgrown and
unmanaged habitats, such as hedgehagsectsand a wide variety dbirds.

It containsa range of interesting flora, withrevious records of orchids dhe road
vergeto the north.

Colwell Brook is an important freshwater habitat where water voles have previously
been recorded along its length.

These habitats provide number of ecosystem services, such as improving and
regulating water quality, mitigating floadsk,and increasing carbon storage.




¥ \We plan to change how we manage this
site in the short term by:

£ A Reducing the number of times a year the grass
on the road verge is cut from seven to four,
avoiding common and bee orchids growing
season.

| A Removingnternal areas of redundant rabbit
fencing,to aid the movement of larger mammal
species such as hedgehogs and badgers acros:
the site.

Giving the Witney Woodland Volunteers formal
access tonanage thesite, with a management
plan to follow and support fronthe WODC
grounds maintenance teaion largerworks

such as tre¢hinning.

We would like to make even greater improvements for biodiversity I
the longer term and will actively seek funding to:

A

A

Alteri K S lavelsit&i@@rove water discharge from Colwell Brook into the balanci
pond; reduce floodwater volumes in the brook; and improve the pond for wildlife.

Install a new information panel for visitors to the site about its wildlife, habitats and
management.

Manage thegrassland and plard@rchard treesn the small eastern glade of trete to
RAGSNEATE (KS aaidsSQa GNBS adz201 o
Restorethe dry stone wall along the southern boundary of #ite to create foraging
habitat for birds and encourage reptiles to inhabit the site.

CoBenefits Biodiversityc Flood protectiong Carbonstoragec
Pollinationg Habitat connectivity Recreationg Water supply




Deer Park estate

WODC site numbeB

Grid referenceSP 33879 09696

Land area: 11.6ha

What is our fiveyear plan?

We aim to:

A Maintain the site in a way that can be enjoyed byi\, -

people andwildlife.

A Manage grassland areas to imprdi@ral resources |
for pollinators,such as bees araltterflies.

A LYLNROZS G(GKS
features.

WEST OXFORDSHIRE
DISTRICT COUNCIL

CLIMATE ACTION
for West Oxfordshire

axisSqQa O2y &

Sitedescription

The land owned by WODC at Deer Park consists mostly ¢
short grassland areas and road verge, which are planted:
trees and shrubs in some placdsvo large recreation
grounds are located centrally within the estate. Trees plar
whenthe estate was builtorm woodland areas along the

& A (b&imparies; this habitat is also presentiockets
acrosghe site. Due to its proximity to Deer Park Wood to t
west, it is likely that a wide range of bird and insect specie
visit the site.

We value this site as a natural asset because

A Itis well used by the public, with pathsversingthe green spacewalkedby local

residents.

A Woodlandand shrub areas provide breeding and foraging habitat for local bird and
invertebrate populations, andiveshelterto mammals such dsedgehogs.

A ¢KS SaidlisSQa @S3SildiAazy O2NNAR2NAR SEI
habitat connectivity towards Witney and the wideosuntryside and allowing wildlife to
travel safely across the landscape.




DeerPark estate

We plan to change how we manage thi

A

site in the shortterm by:

Reducinghe number of grass cuts across the
estate fromten to seven,to allow flowers such
as daisies, clover and buttercups more
opportunities to fully grow and act as pollen
and nectar sources for foragipgllinators.
Creatingd YAY A YSI R2g¢ I NB
locations, allowing grass and existing flowers t
grow longer over thsummer,before cutting
and collecting theclippings.

Embedding regular checks and maintenante
areasaffectedby subsidence due to vegetation
growth into the grounds maintenancxhedule
to prevent future damag@ccurring.

We would like to make even greater improvements for biodiversity ir
the longer term and will actively seek funding to:

A Enhance the new meadow grassland areas with wildflower seed mix or plug plants
increase floral diversity and encourage more pollinators to visit.

A Plant native hedgerows in strategic locations, to increase berry and nut provision fo
bird and mammal populations, and improlabitat connectivity for species such as be
and birds to travel safely across the estate.

A Coppice trees within the woodland areas to diversify woodland age structure and
accommodate different invertebrate and bigpecies.

CoBenefits Biodiversity¢ Wood productionc Carbonstorageg
Pollination¢ Habitat connectivity Recreation




Bathing Placestate

WODC site number: 4

<.
ﬂ WEST OXFORDSHIRE
DISTRICT COUNCIL

CLIMATEACTION

Grid referenceSP 35233 10494
Land area: 6.2ha

What is our fiveyear plan?

Weaim to:

A

A

for West Oxfordshire

Maintain the site in a way that can be enjoyed by ©
people andwildlife.

Create new habitats to improve floral resources fop ' :
pollinators, such as bees and butterflies. )
. A . N . A e
LYLINR OS UKS andrivessida areafér2 R (-
priority species.
Sitedescription

The land owned by WODCthe Bathing Place Estate
B consistgrimarily ofwoodlandareas, which extend along
the westernboundary and thesouthern bank of the Rivel
Windrush.These habitatsalthoughcurrently under-
managed, are important breeding and foraging areas ft
birds, mammals andhsects. The historic Bathing Place,
once an open air swimming spot, is located in the nortt
west of the estate. A path runs east to a footbridge ove
weir and towards thé A y R Ntmddplahémeadows.

We value this site as a natural asset because:

A

A

It is well used by the public, with paths through the green spaces around theaited
by localresidents.

The riverbank angvoodland providenatural habitats for many plant and animal
speciesmany of which have UK BAP (Biodiversity Action Plan) pratatyssuch as
water vole and otters.

It sits withinthea NBO2 @§8E 2F hET2NR&KANB Qaarehd | i
identified to have importance for landscape connectivity.




BathingPlace state

We plan to change how we manage
this site in the short term by:

A Reducinghe number of grass cuts across the
estate fromten to seven,to allow flowers such
as daisies, clover and buttercups more
opportunities to fully grow and act as pollen
and nectar sources for foragimgllinators.

A Creatingg YAYA YSIFR2g¢ | NF
locations, allowing grass and existing flowers
grow longer over thasummer,before cutting
and collecting the clippings.

A Coppicingrees within the woodland areas to
diversify tree age structure and accommodate
wider variety of insect and birspbecies.

We would like to make even greater improvements for biodiversity i

the longer term and will actively seek funding to:

A

A

T

o o

Enhance the new meadow grassland areas with wildflower seed mix or plug plants
increase floral diversity and encourage mauellinators tovisit.

Removehe redundant tree guards within the recently planted woodlardas.

Recover the exposed artificial badger sett within the riverside woodland to encoura
this priority species to inhabit the site.

Formalisehe path within the riverside woodland to allow better resident access.

Clear the balancing pond within the riverside woodland area fmseate its function as
a drainage featur@and improve its value for wildlife.

CoBenefits Biodiversityc Flood protectiong Carbonstorageg Cooling

andshadingg Pollinationg Habitat connectivity Recreation

Before



Millers Mews

WODC site number: 5

“ WEST OXFORDSHIRE
DISTRICT COUNCIL

CLIMATE ACTION

Grid referenceSP 35662 10345
Land area: 0.7ha

What is our fiveyear plan?

We aim to:
A Maintain the existing wildlife value of the site.
L S “ N v " NI
A 1TGGNY OG yIFGdz2NBEQa Lkt f A y 20N
flower-rich meadow habitat. M= f’r?
A Enhance the natural riverside environment as a wildlife [,JJ. “’ﬁ:‘@“

for West Oxfordshire

haven.

Site description

Thesite is part of a network of floodplain meadows tha
runs north and east of Witneythe River Windrush runs
along the southerly edge of the sitRiverbanksand
floodplainmeadowsare valued natural features of the
existinglandscapeattracting UK priority species such a:
water vole and kingfishers. Trees and native hedgerow
provide a naturaboundary that surrounds the site,
enclosing ararea of tall grassland.

We value this site as a natural asset because;

A
A

It is part of an important network of floodplain meadows in Witney.

Theriverbank and floodplain meadows provide natural habitatsseweralplant and
animal species, many of which have UK BAP (Biodiversity Action Plan) priority stat
¢tKS aArAidS arita oAGKAY (GKS aO2NB 12ySé
of county importance.

There is potential to further conserve and restore an important habitat that offers a

number of ecosystem services which include improving and regulating water qualit
mitigatingflood risk, increasing carb@torage and supporting local biodiversity




Millers Mews

‘% %@‘;i, We plan to change how we manage this
@l site in the short term by:

A Increasinghe number oftimes the grass is cut
each year, from one to three, collecting and
removing these cuttings tmaximiseflower
diversity. This is designed to minhistoric
techniques of floodplaimeadowmanagement
and help restore the quality of natural habitat ove
time.

Cutting backedgerow linesand encroaching
brambles toincrease the total area of grassland.

Clearingargerdeadwooddropping from the
bankside treeso reduce the chance of deadwood
enteringthe river andbecoming &lood risk.

We would like to make even greater improvements for biodiversity I
the longer term and will actively seek funding to:

A

A

Manage the trees along the River Windrush to create willow pollards, emulating a
historical landscap&ature.

Introduce locallysourced wildflower seeds from higfuality floodplain meadow sites f«
increase floradiversity and establish rare planbmmunities. This can be done by a
LIN OGAOS OIFftfSR daaINBSY KIF& &LINBIlI RAY 3¢
Restore the quality of natural habitat within the ditches that connect with Rineer
Windrushto attract greater numbers of wetland flora and fauna.

Establish reed beds the River Windrushs new watewvole and waterfowforaging and
breeding habitat.

CoBenefits Carbon storage Improved local air qualitg Reduced
flood risk- Access to nature Health & wellbeing




What is our fiveyear plan?

.
~‘ WEST OXFORDSHIRE

DISTRICT COUNCIL

CLIMATE ACTION
for West Oxfordshire

We aim to:

A Atracty | ( dzNB Q& LRt EAYFG2NR I/
to a flowerrich meadowhabitat. e

A Enhance the natural riverside environment as a wildl ”
haven and eradicate invasigpecies.

A Improvethe tree management within woodlarareas.

Site description

The site is part of a network of floodplain meadows that
runs north and east of Witneythe River Windrush
borders the main grassland on either side. Riverhbamdk
floodplain meadows are valued natural features of the
landscapeattracting UK pority speciessuch as water vole
and kingfishers. The grasslamsccurrently lowin diversity,
and invasive Himalayan balsam is present along the rive
bank. Thepath through the riversidevoodlandis well used
by the public, and is an important habitat for nestioigds.

We value this site as a natural asset because:

A

A

The large grassland area forms an important part of the netwéfloodplain meadows
in Witney.

LG Aa 2F O2dzyide AYLRZNIIFIYOS: ariddAay3da
Recovery Network and has habitats for many UK prispcies.

The site is a key green space in Witraay is regularly visited by loa&sidents and
tourists to thetown.

Restoring the its habitats enhances@mber of ecosysterservices, such as improving
and regulating water quality, mitigating flootsk andincreasing carbostorage.




“We plan to change how we manage this
. Site in the short term by:

A Increasing the number of times the grass is cut
each year, from one to three, collecting and
removing these cuttings tmaximiseflower
diversity. This is designed to mimic historic
techniques of floodplain meadow management
and help restore the quality of natural habitat ove
time.

Lettingthe short grass to the north of the footpatt
grow back and cutting back bankside scrub to
maximisethe grassland restoratioarea.

Reducing the area covered lmywasiveHimalayan
Balsam plantto allownative banksideregetation
to flourish.

We would like to make even greater improvements for biodiversity ir

the longer term and will actively seek funding to:

A

T T

Introduce locallysourced wildflower seeds from higfuality floodplain meadow sites tc
increase floral diversity and establish rare plant communities. This can be done by
LIN O0AOS OFfftSR GaINBSY KIFeé aLINBIFRAy3d
Manage the woodland along the River Windrush to create willow pollards, and copj
areas to diversify woodland age structure to attract difference insect communities.
Improve theRiverside Walk footpath andstall anew information panel.

Completely eradicate Himalayan Balsam fromsgtie, restoring the ditches along the
northern and eastern boundaries for small mammals and invertebrates.

Establish reed beds the southern area of the sites as water vole and waterfowl
foraging habitat.
CoBenefits Biodiversity ¢ Reduced flood risg Pollinationg Flood

water storageg Habitat connectivity Recreationg Nature education




Bishops Farm Mill 1L a0

WODC site number
Grid referenceSP 360409246

DISTRICT COUNCIL

CLIMATEACTION

for West Oxfordshire

Land area: 0.7ha

What is our fiveyear plan?

We aim to:

A Maintain the existing wildlife value of thgite. Y A

AVGGNY Ol yI GdzNBQa LRt fAYyLETw
flower-rich meadowhabitat. ‘

A Enhance the natural riverside environment as a wildIf

haven and eradicate invasive species.

Site description

The site is part of a network of floodplain meadows the
runs north and east of Witneythe River Windrush runs
along the eastern and southergdgesof the site.
Riparian and floodplain meadows are valued natural
features of the existing landscape attracting UK priority
species such as water vole and kingfishers. The grass
Is currentlylow in diversity, and Himalayan balsam, an
invasive species, is present along sueubby rivebank.

We value this site as a natural asset because;

A
A

It is part of an important network of floodplain meadows in Witney.

The riverbank and floodplain meadow provide natural habitatséweralplant and
animal species, many of which have BKPstatus.

LG arda oAGKAY GKS &aO02NB 1 2y Sémakdngitdi E 7
county importance.
There is potential to conserve and restore further important habitats that offer a

number of ecosystem services which include improving and regulating water qualit
mitigating floodriskand increasing carbastorage.




Bishopg—arm Mill

We plan to change how we manage this
~site in the short term by:

A Increasing the number of times the grass is cut
each year, from one to three, collecting and
removing these cuttings tmaximiseflower
diversity. This is designed to mimic historic

Before techniques of floodplain meadow management

and help restore the quality of natural habitat ove
time.

A Cuttingback encroachingcrub and bramble®
increase the total area of grassland.

A Reducing the area covered by the invasive
! Himalayan Balsam plant order to allow UK
native riparian vegetation to flourish.

We would like to make even greater improvements for biodiversity i
the longer term and will actively seek funding to:

A

Introduce locallysourced wildflower seeds from higfuality floodplain meadow sites tt
increase floral diversity and establish rare plant communities. This can be done by
LIN O0AOS Olfft SREGIANBSY KIe aLINBIRAyY3
Manage the trees along the River Windrush to create willow pollards, emulating a
historical landscape feature.

Liaise with local landowners to review maintenance on adjoining sites, to ensure a
joined up and consistent approach to managing the floodplain meadows.

Completely eradicate Himalayan Balsam from the site to stop its spread south of th
River Windrush.

CoBenefits Biodiversityc Reduced flood risg Pollination¢ Flood
water storageg Habitat connectivity




Madley Park estate

1N
ﬂ WEST OXFORDSHIRE

WODC site number: 8
Grid referenceSP 37102 10449 CLIMATE ACTIO.N

for West Oxfordshire
Land area: 18.6ha

What is our fiveyear plan? al 7
We aim to: = -
A Maintain the site in a way that can be enjoyed by | = A
. . LY T ) ) 4
people andwildlife. == % N
. 2 B WA \ N 111
A Manage grasslanpl areasitoprove the floral _ G SN R ’_&; ‘
resources for pollinators such as bees andterflies. 1= kfbggr*ﬁﬂg; ff%?;\.?gf”z e
| R e = Coggess? 0| [ F ;
e A . A ~ A ~ 4 -1 R VIRPeuY ol TEAN 74 -3
A LYLNRGS GKS aridsqQa 02y é\“] W ’?@X\ﬁ%ﬂ
— e -

Site description

The land owned by WODC at Madley Park consists mo:t
of short grassland areas and road verges, some of whic
are planted with trees and shrub&.strip of woodland
runs down the middle of the estate, sheltering Madley
Brookthat flowsnorth to southand feeds intdRiver
Windrush at iteend. There are several other woodland

I NBla Ff2y3 0KS Sadl dSQa
breeding and foraging habitats for birds, mammals, and
B invertebrates.

We value this site as a natural asset because:

A 1t is well used by the public, with paths through the green spaces around thealited
by localresidents.

A Freshwater habitats such as Madley Brook and the balancing ponds are particularl
valuable to wildlife, for example, otters have previously been recorded along the
watercourse. The woodland areas also support priority species such as birds and

A TheSadl GS Qa cotidos&idrdin degeyal directions from the site, providing

habitat connectivitytowardsWitney and the widecountryside andallowing wildlife to
travel safelyacross thdandscape.




MadleyPark estate

We plan to change how we manage thi
site in the short term by:

A

Reducinghe number of grass cuts across the
estate fromten to seven,to allow flowers such a¢
daisies, clover and buttercups more
opportunities to fully grow and act as pollen an
nectar sources for foragingpllinators.

Creatingd YAYA YSI R26¢ I NB
locations, allowing grass and existing flowers
grow longer over the summer before cutting an
collecting the clippings.

Managingthe reed bed and scrub surrounding
the balancing pond, to ensure safe access to tf
water when required and control willow tree
growth.

We would like to make even greater improvements for biodiversity i
the longer term and will actively seek funding to:

A

A

Enhance the new meadow grassland areas with wildflower seed mix or plug plants
increase floral diversity and encourage mauellinators tovisit.

Plantnative hedgerows in strategic locatiottsincreasehabitat connectivity for species
such as bats and birds to travel safely acrossttate.

Remove the redundant tree guards within the recently planted woodland areas of tl
site, to reduce the risk of wildlife consumiptastics.

Coppicerees within thewoodlandareas to diversifyree age structureand
accommodate a wider variety of insect abitld species.

CoBenefits Biodiversityc Flood protectiong Carbon storage
Pollination¢ Habitat connectivity Recreation

Before




